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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Writing and Reading for College integrates reading and writing skills students need to comprehend and interact with college-level texts and to produce original college-level writing. Reading skills will center on processes for literal and critical comprehension, as well as the enhancement of vocabulary skills. Writing skills will focus on using an effective writing process including generating ideas, drafting, organizing, revising, and editing to produce competent essays using Standard English.

CREDIT HOURS 

Theory		4 credit hours
Total			4 credit hour

PREREQUISITE 

Appropriate placement score

CO-REQUISITE 

As required by college.

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

It is suggested that students complete at least four expository writings of which at least two should be essays. To ensure effective student learning, it is strongly recommended that class size be limited to 20 students.


COMPETENCIES/OBJECTIVES

Unless otherwise indicated, evaluation of student’s attainment of objectives is based on knowledge gained from this course.  

COMPETENCIES

1. The student will locate textual information, draw complex inferences, and describe, analyze, and evaluate the information within and across multiple texts of varying lengths using effective reading strategies. (Component 1)

1. The student will comprehend and use vocabulary effectively in reading and writing. (Component 2)

1. The student will identify and analyze the author’s message across a variety of texts. (Component 3)

1. The student will describe and apply insights gained from reading and writing a variety of texts. (Component 4)

1. The student will use an effective writing process to compose a variety of writings that demonstrate reading comprehension, clear focus, logical development of ideas, and use of appropriate language that advance the writer’s purpose. (Components 5 and 6)

1. The student will recognize and apply the conventions of Standard English in reading and writing. (Component 7)




Note: The following modules or components should not be considered discrete units. For the purposes of this plan of instruction, the components are separated so that the competencies, learning objectives, and topics are understood clearly. However, it is suggested that the instructor combine the components to develop an effective learning experience for the student. 

	COMPONENT 1 – Reading Strategies 

	Competency

	A. The student will locate textual information, draw complex inferences, and describe, analyze, and evaluate the information within and across multiple texts of varying lengths using effective reading strategies.

	Learning Objectives 

	1. The student will demonstrate the use of a variety of pre-reading strategies.
2. The student will demonstrate the use of active reading strategies.
3. The student will demonstrate the use of post-reading strategies. 

	Topics
· Use a variety of previewing strategies to comprehend texts.
· Activate prior knowledge using text markers (titles, headings, etc.), graphics, and textual aids (objectives, questions, etc.).
· Annotate, highlight, and underline texts to identify important vocabulary, main ideas, supporting details and examples, and other key pieces of information. 
· Identify stated main ideas and details in paragraph-length texts and student writings.
· Recognize signal words, which indicate patterns within texts and organizational patterns for text development. 
· Use appropriate summarizing and paraphrasing techniques.



	
COMPONENT 2 – Vocabulary

	Competency

	B. The student will comprehend and use vocabulary effectively in reading and writing.

	Learning Objectives

	1. The student will use context clues, dictionaries, and thesauri to better understand texts, expand personal vocabularies, distinguish between denotative and connotative meanings, recognize slang, understand idioms, and distinguish between antonyms and synonyms. 
2. Students will advance personal vocabulary in written communication.

	Topics
· Dictionary and thesaurus use
· Context clues
· Denotation
· Connotation
· Slang
· Synonyms 
· Antonyms
· Word choice



	
COMPONENT 3 – Reading Comprehension

	Competency

	C. The student will identify and analyze the author’s message across a variety of texts 

	Learning Objectives

	1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of a text.
2. Students will determine the author’s point of view.
3. Students will determine the author’s tone.

	Topics
· How to determine purpose
· Understanding point of view 
· Understanding tone 
· How writers use tone to convey point of view




	
COMPONENT 4 – Engaging with Texts

	Competency

	D. The student will describe and apply insights gained from reading and writing a variety of texts.

	Learning Objectives

	1. Students will recognize inferences in texts.
2. Students will make conclusions based on prior knowledge.
3. Students will make inferences based on prior knowledge, context, and associations.
4. Students will identify fact and opinion statements in texts. 
5. Students will analyze and evaluate body paragraphs in texts for specific adequate support.
6. Students will assess, synthesize, and integrate relevant and valid evidence from assigned readings to support a main idea. 

	Topics:
· Inferences 
· Synthesizing information
· Identifying facts and opinions 
· Supporting a main idea
· Using sources responsibly







	
COMPONENT 5 - PARAGRAPH CONSTRUCTION

	Competency

	E. The student will use an effective writing process to compose a variety of writings that demonstrate reading comprehension, clear focus, logical development of ideas, and use of appropriate language that advance the writer’s purpose. 

	Learning Objectives

	1. Students will demonstrate the use of prewriting strategies.
2. Students will demonstrate the use of drafting strategies.
3. Students will use revising, editing, and proofreading strategies.

	Topics
· Paragraph elements
· Topic sentence/Main idea
· Supporting details
· Conclusion
· Writing process
· Prewriting strategies
· Drafting
· Editing/Revising 
· Suggested types of paragraphs
· Descriptive
· Narrative
· Process
· Example/Illustration
· Cause/Effect
· Persuasive/Argumentative
· Comparison/Contrast
· Definition
· Classification/Division 




















	
COMPONENT 6 - Essay Construction

	Competency

	E. The student will use an effective writing process to compose a variety of writings that demonstrate reading comprehension, clear focus, logical development of ideas, and use of appropriate language that advance the writer’s purpose.

	Learning Objectives

	1. Students will identify and write clear thesis statements,
2. Students will compose body paragraphs that consistently support the thesis statement of an essay. 
3. Students will use adequate supporting details to develop and support a thesis statement.
4. Students will identify topic sentences in paragraphs. 
5. Students will write clear, focused topic sentences. 
6. Students will write sentences that relate to and support the topic sentences of the paragraph. 
7. Students will employ a variety of organizational patterns to draft texts.
8. Students will employ transitions, repetition of key words, and synonyms to connect ideas and achieve coherence in writing.
9. Identify the elements of an essay.
10. Identify the steps of the writing process.
11. Recognize various types of essays.
12. Compose essays in response to selected readings.

	Topics
·  Elements of an Essay
· Thesis statement/Main idea
· Introduction
· Body paragraphs
· Conclusion
· Writing process
· Prewriting strategies
· Drafting
· Editing/Revising 
· Suggested rhetorical patterns
· Descriptive
· Narrative
· Process
· Example/Illustration
· Cause/Effect
· Persuasive/Argumentative
· Comparison/Contrast
· Definition
· Classification/Division






	COMPONENT 7 – Application of Standard English

	Competency

	F. The student will apply the conventions of Standard English.

	Learning Objectives

	1. Students will use a variety of sentence structures.
2. Students will identify and correct errors and use accurate spelling, grammar, and punctuation according to rules of Standard English.

	TOPICS
· Recognizing and correcting serious grammatical errors
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