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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This course surveys appropriate literature and language arts activities designed to enhance young children's speaking, listening, pre-reading and writing skills. Emphasis is placed on developmental appropriateness as related to language. Upon completion, students should be able to create, evaluate and demonstrate activities which support a language-rich environment for young children.  This is a CORE course.  
CREDIT HOURS 
Theory

3 credit hours

Lab


0 credit hours

Total


3 credit hours

NOTE: Theory credit hours are a 1:1 contact to credit ratio.  Colleges may schedule lab hours as 3:1 and/or 2:1 contact to credit ratio.  Clinical hours are 3:1 contact to credit ratio. (Ref Board Policy 705.01)

PREREQUISITE COURSES 
As determined by college
CO-REQUISITE COURSES 
As determined by college
PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCIES

· Explain the process of language development in young children.

· Identify emergent literacy skills in young children.
· Describe pre-reading development in young children.

· Select developmentally appropriate books for children.
· Read to young children in an engaging manner.
INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS  

Cognitive:  Comprehend appropriate literature and language arts activities for young children.

Performance:  Apply appropriate literature and language arts activities for young children.

Affective:  Develop an appreciation for providing appropriate literature and language arts activities for young children.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Condition Statement:  Unless otherwise indicated, evaluation of student’s attainment of objectives is based on knowledge gained from this course.  Specifications may be in the form of, but not limited to, cognitive skills diagnostic instruments, manufacturer’s specifications, technical orders, regulations, national and state codes, certification agencies, locally developed lab/clinical assignments, or any combination of specifications. This course is based on National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) standards.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

	MODULE A – LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT IN YOUNG CHILDREN

	PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCIES
	PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES
	KSA

Indicator

	A1.0
Design activities that foster and support language development in children.
	A1.1
Observe and document the milestones of language development in children.

A1.2
Observe and document cultural language differences in children.

A1.3
Plan activities that foster language development in children. 
	3

3

3

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	

	A1.1.1
Define terms associated with language development in children.

A1.1.2
Explain theoretical views of language development. 
A1.1.3
List the sequence of language development.

A1.1.4
Explain factors that influence language development.

A1.1.5
Explain characteristics of language including phonology, phonemic awareness, grammar and semantics.
	1
2
3
2
2

	A1.2.1
Explain language development and the types of communication.

A1.2.2
Explain the impact of culture on language development in children.
	2
2

	A1.3.1
Explain activities that foster language development in children.
	3

	MODULE A OUTLINE:
· Theories of human language emergence

· Behaviorist (or Stimulus-Response) Theory (Skinner)

· Maturational (normative) Theory (Gessell)

· Predetermined Theory (Chomsky)

· Cognitive-Transactional Theory (Vygotsky, Piaget)

· Constructivism (Clay-Epstein, Schweinhart and McAdoo)

· Factors that influence language development
· Bilingual influences

· English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
· Reciprocal behaviors between infants and caregivers  to enhance language development


	MODULE B – EMERGENT LITERACY

	PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCIES
	PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES
	KSA

Indicator

	B1.0
Identify emergent literacy skills in young children.
	B1.1
Monitor the progress of children in the development of literacy skills.
B1.2
Create a lesson plan that incorporates writing experiences for young children. 
	3

	B2.0
Develop activities that supports pre-reading development in young children.
	B2.1
Prepare activities to introduce books to children.

B2.2
Demonstrate Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) for listening and speaking activities.
	2

	B3.0
 Model appropriate techniques for reading to children.
	B3.1
 Select developmentally appropriate books for children
B3.2
Read to young children in an engaging manner.  (3c)
	3

	B4.0
Value the role of childcare providers in fostering literacy skills in young children. 
	B4.1
This competency is measured affectively.
	A

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

	B1.1.1
Define terms associated with emergent literacy. 

B1.1.2
Describe methods that help children understand writing is a way of communicating.

B1.1.3
List ways to support children’s awareness of environmental print.

B1.1.4
Identify the sequence of fine motor development.

B1.1.5
Describe activities that create awareness of initial sounds.

B1.1.6
List the stages of writing. 

B1.1.7
Describe developmentally appropriate writing activities and materials.
	1
3
1
1
3
1
3

	B2.1.1
Describe criteria for determining developmentally appropriate books.

B2.1.2
Describe activities to introduce literature to children. 

B2.1.3
Explain developmentally appropriate listening and speaking activities. 
B2.1.4
Describe various technologies that introduce literature to children.
	2
3
3
3

	B3.1.1 
List components of developmentally appropriate literature.

B3.1.2 
Explain features of high quality literature.

B3.1.3 
Discuss the use of multi-ethnic and multicultural literature.

B3.1.4
State goals for reading to children.

B3.1.5
List examples of questioning techniques in reading.

B3.1.6
Describe ways to promote children’s involvement in simple plays, chants, and circle time.
B3.1.7
Explain the uses of finger plays, puppets, flannel boards and poems with children.
	1
2
2
2
1
2
3

	B4.1.1
State the value of using engaging techniques to foster emergent literacy skills in young children. 
	A


	MODULE B OUTLINE:

	· Prewriting 

· Terms associated with emergent literacy

· Methods of teaching writing as communication 

· Supporting children’s awareness of environmental print

· Sequence of fine motor development

· Activities that encourage associating names of letters with their shapes and sounds

· Stages of writing

· Developmentally appropriate writing activities and materials
· Pre-reading skills

· Criteria for developmentally appropriate literature
· Activities for introducing literature to children

· Developmentally appropriate listening/speaking activities

· Use of technology with young children

· Literature for children

· Components of developmentally appropriate literature
· Features of high quality literature
· Types of children’s literature (fiction, nonfiction, predictable, realistic fiction, alphabet books, fables, myths, poetry, folk tales, informational

· Using multi-ethnic and multicultural literature, etc.) 

· Award winning books:  Newberry, Caldecott, Coretta Scott King, International Reading Association, National Jewish Award, Catholic Book Awards, magazine reviews and recognition, local recognition, newspaper awards
· Reading to young children

· Goals for reading to children

· Examples of questioning techniques in reading

· Methods of encouraging children’s involvement in simple plays, chants, and circle time

· Using finger plays and poems with children


LEARNING OUTCOMES Table of specifications

The table below identifies the percentage of learning objectives for each module.  Instructors should develop sufficient numbers of test items at the appropriate level of evaluation. 

	
	Limited Knowledge and Proficiency
	Moderate Knowledge and Proficiency
	Advanced Knowledge and Proficiency
	Superior Knowledge and Proficiency

	KSA
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Module A
	12%
	63%
	25%
	-

	Module B
	33%
	28%
	39%
	-


	Learner’s Knowledge, Skills and Abilities

	Indicator
	Key Terms
	Description

	1
	Limited Knowledge and Proficiency
	· Recognize basic information about the subject including terms and nomenclature.

· Students must demonstrate ability to recall information such as facts, terminology or rules related to information previously taught.  
· Performs simple parts of the competency.  Student requires close supervision when performing the competency.

	2
	Moderate Knowledge and Proficiency
	· Distinguish relationships between general principles and facts. Adopts prescribed methodologies and concepts.
· Students must demonstrate understanding of multiple facts and principles and their relationships, and differentiate between elements of information.  Students state ideal sequence for performing task. 
· Performs most parts of the competency with instructor assistance as appropriate.

	3
	Advanced Knowledge and Proficiency
	· Examines conditions, findings, or other relevant data to select an appropriate response.  

· The ability to determine why and when a particular response is appropriate and predict anticipated outcomes. 
· Students demonstrate their ability to seek additional information and incorporate new findings into the conclusion and justify their answers.
· Performs all parts of the competency without instructor assistance.

	4
	Superior Knowledge and Proficiency
	· Assessing conditions, findings, data, and relevant theory to formulate appropriate responses and develop procedures for situation resolution. Involves higher levels of cognitive reasoning. 
· Requires students to formulate connections between relevant ideas and observations. 
· Students apply judgments to the value of alternatives and select the most appropriate response. 
· Can instruct others how to do the competency.
· Performs competency quickly and accurately.

	A
	Affective Objective
	· Describes learning objectives that emphasize a feeling tone, an emotion, or a degree of acceptance or rejection.  
· Objectives vary from simple attention to selected phenomena to complex but internally consistent qualities of character and conscience. 
· Expressed as interests, attitudes, appreciations, values, and emotional sets or biases.
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