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Dental Assistant Course Directory

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:  HEALTH-RELATED PROFESSIONS DISCIPLINES 

DENTAL ASSISTANT (DAT) 
	CIP CODE:  51:0601

Dental Assisting/Assistant.   A program that prepares individuals to provide patient care, take dental radiographs (x-ray photographs), prepare patients and equipment for dental procedures, and discharge office administrative functions under the supervision of dentists and dental hygienists. Includes instruction in medical record-keeping, general office duties, reception and patient intake, scheduling, equipment maintenance and sterilization, basic radiography, pre- and post-operative patient care and instruction, chairside assisting, taking tooth and mouth impressions, and supervised practice.


09/18/2019
TRANSFER CODE DESIGNATIONS 
CODE A = AGSC approved transfer courses in Areas I-IV that are common to all institutions. 
CODE B = Area V courses that are deemed appropriate to the degree and pre-major requirements of 
individual students. 
CODE C = Potential Area V transfer courses that are subject to approval by respective receiving 

institutions. 
	Summary of Changes

	Date
	CRS #
	COURSE TITLE
	RECENT CHANGES

	11/14/18
	
	DNT prefix changed to DAT
	

	
	
	106, 106, 107, 108, 118, 120, 125, 126, 131, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 296, 297, 298, 299
	Courses archived due to inactivity

	3/17/14
	
	
	Removed link to POIs

	3/11/11
	120
	Office Administration for Dental Assisting
	Added this course at the request of Trenholm State

	9/18/19
	131
	Business and Industrial Psychology for DAT
	Course removed from archives at the request of Lawson State

	04/14/2020
	120
	Office Administration for Dental Assisting
	Course removed from archives at the request of Lawson State

	

	COMMENTS: Theory credit hours are a 1:1 contact to credit ratio. Colleges may schedule practical lab hours as 2:1 or 3:1 contact to credit ratio to meet their respective program learning outcomes.  


	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	100
	introduction to dental assisting
	2
	0
	2

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	09/18/2019

09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

NOTE: There is an approved plan-of-instruction for this course.

This course is designed to provide an introduction to the field of dentistry. Topics include but are not limited to the history of dentistry, dental equipment, dental auxiliaries, psychology as it applies to dentistry, professional organizations, certification requirements, legal and ethical considerations, work ethics, communication skills, and management of medical emergencies occurring in the dentistry setting. Emphasis is placed on the Alabama Dental Practice Act and OSHA Standards. Upon completion, students should be able to discuss basic aspects of dentistry. CORE COURSE


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	101
	pre-clinical procedures i
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	06/29/2010
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program.
NOTE: There is an approved plan-of-instruction for this course.

This course is designed to introduce chairside assisting techniques including concepts of four handed dentistry, sterilization techniques, dental instruments, anesthesia, and operative dentistry. Emphasis will be placed on preparation of the student for clinical dental assisting. Upon completion, the student should be able to perform dental assisting skills in a clinical setting. CORE COURSE


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	102
	dental materials
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	09/18/2019
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program.
This course is designed to study the characteristics, manipulation, and application of dental materials ordinarily used in the dental office. Students will be given intra and extra oral technical tasks to perform. Upon completion, students should be able to take and pour preliminary impressions, trim study models, construct custom trays and temporary crowns, prepare and place restorative material, and manipulate cements and impression materials. CORE COURSE


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	103
	dental anatomy and physiology 
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	06/29/2010
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program.
NOTE: There is an approved plan-of-instruction for this course.

This course is designed to provide study of anatomy and physiology of the head and neck and a basic understanding of body structure and function. Emphasis will be placed on tooth and root morphology, and embryological and histological correlations. It provides a foundation essential to an understanding of dental health. Upon completion, students should be able to discuss and identify the basic structure and function of the human body specifically the head, neck, and dentition. CORE COURSE


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	104
	BASIC SCIENCES FOR DENTAL ASSISTING
	2
	0
	2

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	09/18/2019
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program.
This course is designed to study basic microbiology, pathology, pharmacology. Additional topics include but are not limited to medical emergencies, special populations, and individuals suffering from drug and/or substance addiction. Emphasis is placed on the correlation of these sciences to the practice of dentistry. Upon completion, students should be able to apply basic science to the dental field. 


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	CLINICAL
	COURSE

	DAT
	111
	CLINICAL PRACTICE I
	1
	4
	5

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	06/29/2010
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE:  As required by program.
NOTE: There is an approved plan-of-instruction for this course.

This course is designed to allow the student the opportunity for clinical observation and practical work experience in clinical settings under the supervision of a licensed dentist. Emphasis will be placed on the basic skills of chairside assisting. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate basic skills in the area of chairside assisting. CORE COURSE


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	112
	DENTAL RADIOLOGY
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	07/20/2010
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program.
NOTE: There is an approved plan-of-instruction for this course.

This course is designed to cover the essential knowledge of radiographic technique for the practice of dentistry. Students will be taught to produce diagnostically acceptable intra and extra-oral radiographs with emphasis being placed on x-ray properties, generation of x-rays, film processing, operator and patient safety, infection control, quality assurance, intraoral radiographic technique and image characteristics. Upon completion, students should be able to expose, process, and mount radiographs for diagnostic purposes under the direct supervision of a licensed dentist. CORE COURSE


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	113
	DENTAL HEALTH EDUCATION
	2
	0
	2

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	Mm/dd/yyyy

09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program
This course is designed to introduce the student to the basic principles of nutrition, preventive dentistry, and dental health education. Emphasis will be placed on philosophy of preventive dentistry including: oral hygiene, patient motivation and management, and methods of oral health education. Upon completion, students should be able to apply the basic principles of nutrition and preventive dentistry. 


	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	114
	DENTAL OFFICE ADMINISTRATION
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	06/29/10
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course is designed to introduce basic dental office procedures. Emphasis includes appointment and recall systems, financial records, accounting procedures, insurance claims, filing systems, purchasing and inventory of supplies and equipment, and the utilization of computers to perform business office procedures. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate efficiency in dental office administrative procedures. 


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	CLINICAL
	COURSE

	DAT
	115
	CLINICAL PRACTICUM I
	0
	5
	5

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	Mm/dd/yy
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program.
This course is designed to provide the student the opportunity for practical work experience in clinical settings. Emphasis is placed on the basic skills of dental assisting. Upon completion, the student should be able to demonstrate basic skills in the area of chairside assisting.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	116
	PRE-CLINICAL PROCEDURES II
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Updated

Reviewed
	09/18/2019
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: DAT/DAT 101 or equivalent
This course focuses on chairside assisting with dental specialty procedures. Emphasis is placed on techniques and procedures of the dental specialties including Orthodontics, Pediatric Dentistry, Oral and maxillofacial surgery, Endodontics, Periodontics, and Prosthodontics. Upon completion, students should be able to discuss and identify instrumentation and demonstrate skills applicable to dental specialties. 


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	120
	office Administration for DENTAL assisting
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	3/11/11

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program.
This course is designed to address basic dental office procedures including appointment and recall systems, financial records, accounting procedures, insurance claims, filing systems, purchasing and inventory of supplies and equipment, and the utilization of computers to perform business office procedures. Emphasis is placed on the duties of a dental receptionist. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate proficiency in the area of dental office administrative procedures.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	121
	DENTAL OFFICE PROCEDURES
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	07/20/2010
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program.
This course is designed to address basic dental office procedures including appointment and recall systems, financial records, accounting procedures, insurance claims, filing systems, purchasing and inventory of supplies and equipment, and the utilization of computers to perform business office procedures. Emphasis is placed on the duties of a dental receptionist. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate proficiency in the area of dental office administrative procedures. 


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	CLINICAL
	COURSE

	DAT
	122
	CLINICAL PRACTICE II
	0
	4
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	07/20/2010
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of DAT/DAT 111.
This course is designed to provide the student the opportunity to develop advanced dental assisting skills in chairside dental assisting procedures, radiology, team work, communication skills and administrative duties. Emphasis will be placed on clinical procedures. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate proficiency in the area of chairside assisting.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	123
	DENTAL ASSISTING SEMINAR
	4
	0
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	06/29/2010
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program
This course is designed to discuss the students' clinical experiences, the résumé, and interview process. Emphasis will be placed on new technology in dental practices as related to dental assisting and the certification exam review. Upon completion, students should be able to successfully complete the Dental Assisting National Board Examination to become a Certified Dental Assistant. 


	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	CLINICAL
	COURSE

	DAT
	124
	CLINICALLY APPLIED INFECTION CONTROL AND OSHA STANDARDS
	0
	1
	1

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	06/29/2010
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: DAT 111
This course is designed for the integration of previously acquired knowledge of OSHA Standards and Infection Control in a clinical setting. Emphasis will be placed on clinical application of Infection Control and Compliance of OSHA Standards as it relates to dental chairside assisting. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate skills in the area of Infection Control and OSHA Guidelines. 


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	131
	BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL PSYCHOLOGY FOR DAT
	1
	0
	1

	Course Description
	Updated

Reviewed
	Mm/dd/yyyy

Mm/dd/yyyy

	PREREQUISITE:  As required by program.
This course is a study of interpersonal relations in the working environment, interpersonal communications, and techniques for supervision of personnel. 


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	DAT
	141
	DIRECTED STUDIES IN DENTAL ASSISTING
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
Reviewed
	07/20/2010
09/18/2019

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program.
This course is designed to study specific areas of dentistry as chosen by the student and faculty member. Emphasis will be placed on the research and critique of a specific dental topic. Upon completion, students should be able to deliver a written and/or oral presentation on the chosen topic.
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