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Graphics Communications Technology (GRD) Course Directory

 


COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: CAREER AND TECHNICAL PROGRAMS
 GRAPHICS COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY (GRD)
	CIP Code: 10.0399

Title: Graphic Communications, Other.
Definition: Any instructional program in graphic communications not listed above.


5/27/15
	Summary of RECENT Changes 

	COURSE #
	DATE
	COURSE TITLE
	RECENT CHANGES

	216
	11/20/09
	Photoshop Techniques
	This was formerly 217.  Moved it to 216 to line up with 116 “Photoshop”

	
	
	
	

	Comments: All courses current as of 8/14/14.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	101
	INTRODUCTION TO GRAPHICS 
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	1/22/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

There is a state approved Plan of Instruction for this course.
This course introduces the student to the Graphic Design industry.  Emphasis is placed on visual language vocabularies, the elements and principles of design, typography, creative problem solving, design processes, current design technologies, and professional expectations of graphic designers.  CORE


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	112
	LAYOUT AND DESIGN
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	1/22/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

There is a state approved Plan of Instruction for this course.

This course introduces students to layout and design principles using current software.  Topics include importing, combining and manipulating text, graphic elements, and images for composite layout. Upon completion, students should be able to design and layout various projects at a professional level for production. CORE 

	Note:  This course is also taught as CAT 123.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	114
	ILLUSTRATION GRAPHICS
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	1/22/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

There is a state approved Plan of Instruction for this course.

This course covers the use of vector based software for preparing illustrations for output using form, balance, repetition, proportion, and color theory.  Emphasis is placed on creating clip art, logos, and illustrations to be reproduced in print and electronic media.  Upon completion, students should be able to successfully prepare scalable artwork for production. CORE 

	Note:  This course is also taught as CAT 171.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	116
	PHOTOSHOP
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	1/22/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

There is a state approved Plan of Instruction for this course.

This course introduces students to digital imaging software. Emphasis is placed on painting and editing, creating special effects, basic image corrections, photo retouching, preparing images for web publications and creating color separations. Upon completion, students should be able to identify the different tools, work with multiple layer images, retouch a photograph, create special effects and prepare an image for a web publication. CORE

	Note: This course is also taught as CAT 120.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	118
	GRAPHICS DESIGN TECHNIQUES
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	12/04/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course introduces the different creative processes involved to produce professional graphic designs.  Emphasis is placed on the student developing a standard of design quality to be used throughout the graphic design program and professional life.  


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	121
	DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY FOUNDATION
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course introduces the creative process of digital photography. Emphasis is placed on the components, accessories, and maintenance of a digital camera.  Upon completion a student will comprehend how to compose and shoot a picture using a digital camera.

	Note:  This course is also taught as CAT 152, RTV 125, and VCM 145.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	137
	3-D FUNDAMENTALS
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 
This course introduces students to fundamental concepts, principles, and practices of 3D digital modeling and 3D modeling and rendering software.  Students are given instruction in 3D modeling techniques including: production of geometric and organic surfaces and forms using NURBS (Nonuniform rational B-spline), polygon construction and sub-divisional surfaces.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	143
	DIGITAL VIDEO FOUNDATION
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course introduces students to the basic knowledge and development of digital video and audio. Students are introduced to creating digital video productions and editing techniques. Emphasis is placed on aesthetics and techniques of digital video and audio recording and non-linear editing.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD 
	150
	WEB DESIGN
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	11/4/08

	 PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course focuses on the necessary technical tools and design principles used for creating and posting web sites. Emphasis is placed on software and the creation and maintenance of a web site. Upon completion, students should be able to design, implement and maintain a web site.

	Note:  This course is also taught as CAT 270.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD 
	160
	PRODUCTION PROCEDURES
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	3/30/09

	 PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course introduces students to the stages and procedures necessary to prepare conceptual artwork for print. Traditional as well as contemporary production methods are explored. Students will develop and enhance interpersonal and communication skills necessary to work with clients, peers and suppliers involved in the print production process.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	164
	ILLUSTRATION DESIGN 
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 
This course covers the use of vector based software for preparing illustrations for output using form, balance, repetition, proportion, and color theory.  Emphasis is placed on expanding the student’s ability to create illustrations to communicate concepts and ideas.  


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	170
	PRODUCTION PROCESSES
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	3/30/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course introduces students to the stages and procedures necessary to prepare conceptual artwork for print. Traditional as well as contemporary production methods are explored. Students will develop and enhance interpersonal and communication skills necessary to work with clients, peers and suppliers involved in the print production process.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD 
	171
	DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY TECHNIQUES
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	 PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course focuses on picture composition, lighting, camera angles, depth of field and camera settings to create a visual impression. Emphasis is placed on the student’s ability to shoot and present photographic work in various delivery platforms. Design concepts are reinforced in this course for use with all media types.

	Note:  This course is also taught as VCM 146.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD 
	175
	WEB GRAPHICS
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	 PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course focuses on creating original graphics for the web.  Students will design images for backgrounds, text, graphic formats, navigation, and animation.  Students will learn to use appropriate colors, file formats, and compression methods in designing web graphics and layouts. 


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD 
	183
	DIGITAL VIDEO PRODUCTION
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	 PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course focuses on production planning, camera techniques, lighting, audio, and advanced non-linear editing. Students will work independently or in small groups to develop, capture, edit, and deliver digital video projects while also learning compression and delivery standards.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD 
	187
	3-D ANIMATION
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	 PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course focuses on a series of project-based lessons designed to guide students through the process of creating and generating an animation.  Emphasis is placed on animation, texture map, adding visual effects and rendering techniques using lighting, camera, and color manipulation within a current 3D Modeling and Animation software.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	190
	PORTFOLIO PREPARATION
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course includes the preparation of artwork for a portfolio presentation. Topics include production of a portfolio for presentation at the completion of the first year of course work. Upon completion, students should be able to prepare and produce a portfolio for presentation. 


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD 
	208
	GRAPHICS BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	 PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course is designed to introduce the student to general business practices including finance, accounting, insurance, taxes, management, marketing, and negotiation.  Students are provided a foundation that addresses the complexities of intellectual properties, copyright, and basic business and contract law as it pertains to creative content.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	212
	PUBLICATION DESIGN
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	1/22/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course further prepares students for publication layout and design principles incorporating creative software.  Topics include importing, combining and manipulating text, graphic elements, and images for composite layout.  Emphasis is placed on using elements of multiple design software applications to produce professional publications. 


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	214
	iLLUSTRATION DESIGN TECHNIQUES
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	1/22/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course further develops the student’s ability to communicate visually by incorporating raster and vector imagery for illustration purposes.  Emphasis is placed on creating complex illustrations that communicates an idea or concept.    


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	216
	PHOTOSHOP TECHNIQUES
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/20/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course further enhances the student’s experience with digital imaging software.  Emphasis is placed on the development of intermediate level skills in the use of Photoshop for the purpose of creating and manipulating imagery that communicates an idea or concept.    


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	219
	PHOTOSHOP IMAGING
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	1/22/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course draws from the student’s previous experiences to enhance their use of digital imaging software.  Emphasis is placed on the development of advanced level skills in the use of Photoshop for the purpose of creating and manipulating imagery that communicates an idea or concept.    


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD 
	221
	CONCEPTUAL DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	 PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course allows the student to create powerful images through different utilizations of light, perspective, and composition.  Advanced camera functions, software and final image output are explored.  Emphasis is placed on improving the students’ photographic skills by encouraging discovery of personal style. 


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	225
	PUBLICATION STUDIO
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	1/22/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 
This course allows the student to draw from their creative talent and previous course work to design and prepare complex publications for printing.  Emphasis is placed on the student’s ability to use creative problem solving techniques to manage their project from concept to completion.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	230
	BASIC MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course covers basic desktop electronic imaging technology and multimedia presentation development and production. Emphasis is placed on preparation and production of multimedia presentations with a variety of computer hardware and software. Upon completion, students should be able to prepare and produce multimedia presentations.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	235
	ADVANCED MULTIMEDIA PRODUCTION
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course covers advanced desktop electronic imaging technology and multimedia presentation development and production. Emphasis is placed on preparation and production of multimedia presentations with a variety of computer hardware and software. Upon completion, students should be able to prepare and produce multimedia presentations.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	237
	3-D GRAPHICS AND ANIMATION
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

Building on previously learned skills this course is a series of project-based lessons designed to guide students through the process of creating and generating an animation. Emphasis is placed on animation, texture map, adding visual effects and rendering techniques using lighting, camera, and color manipulation within a current 3D Modeling and Animation software.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	240
	GRAPHIC SOFTWARE EXPLORATION
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course allows students to explore various graphic software applications that are not offered in a traditional classroom setting. Emphasis is placed on typography, 3-D graphics, and photo imaging. Upon completion, students should be able to apply the knowledge learned to enhance existing skills.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD 
	243
	DIGITAL VIDEO EFFECTS 
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	 PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course focuses on the creation of 2D visual effects in digital video productions. Emphasis is placed on keyframe, chroma key screen, composition, and proper rendering techniques. Students will conceptualize and create an original scene for a movie, TV, or video game.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	250
	WEB MEDIA
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course focuses on creating original graphics for the web.  Students will design web based media, animation, and navigation for the purpose of human interface design.  Emphasis is placed on techniques and technologies for designing web media in which interactivity is the focus.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	261
	DESIGN STUDIO I
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	3/30/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course allows students to create, design and produce a corporate image project.  Emphasis is placed on the integration of graphic design skills, typography, creative visual problem-solving, and professional presentation.  Upon completion, students should be able to apply skills to design projects from concept to implementation. 


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	262
	DESIGN STUDIO II
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	3/30/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course allows students to create, design and produce a corporate image project.  Emphasis is placed on the integration of graphic design skills, typography, creative visual problem-solving, and professional presentation.  Upon completion, students should be able to apply skills to design projects from concept to implementation.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	263
	DESIGN STUDIO III
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	3/30/09

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course allows students to create, design and produce a corporate image project.  Emphasis is placed on the integration of graphic design skills, typography, creative visual problem-solving, and professional presentation.  Upon completion, students should be able to apply skills to design projects from concept to implementation.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	264
	ILLUSTRATION DESIGN STUDIO
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course is designed to allow the student to draw on their previous illustrative work to communicate.  Classes are designed around a series of problems and illustration experiences for which there are no pre-established solutions.  Emphasis is placed on the student’s illustrative ability to create a visual image that communicates an idea or concept.    


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	265
	PACKAGE DESIGN STUDIO
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course is designed to allow the student to draw on their previous course work to produce a prototype package design.  Classes are designed to allow students to explore the form and function of 3-D packaging.  Emphasis is placed on designing and constructing containers and/or displays for various products.  


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	271
	DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course allows the student to develop photographic skills in professional, editorial and studio photography. The use of advanced digital photography techniques and processes will be expected, including studio photography with portrait figure, still life, and architectural form, as well as black-and-white, and color formats.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	275
	WEB DESIGN STUDIO
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course allows the student to design and produce a project suitable for use on the web.  Emphasis is placed on creating an original concept in which the successful design and implementation of a web site is achieved.  It must serve as an effective communication tool using current technologies and user interaction.  Students will design and implement effective web sites that can be included in their portfolios.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	283
	DIGITAL VIDEO STUDIO
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course allows the student to design and produce a project suitable for use in a movie, TV, or video game.  Emphasis is placed on creating an original concept, storyboarding, production, and post-production processing. The student will document each stage of the project’s development. The project will be presented for critique and evaluation at each of the developmental stages.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	287
	3-D STUDIO
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Added
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course allows the student to design and produce a project suitable for digital animation, 3D design, or game development.  Emphasis is placed on creating an original concept, storyboarding, and post-production processing. The student will document each stage of the project’s development. The project will be presented for critique and evaluation at each of the developmental stages.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	290
	PORTFOLIO PRESENTATION
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	12/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college. 

This course includes the preparation of artwork and a resume for portfolio presentation. Topics include production of a resume and portfolio for presentation during the second year of course work. Upon completion, students should be able to prepare and produce a resume and portfolio for presentation. 


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	292
	PRACTICUM / COOP
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course is designed for the student to obtain real work experience in the graphic arts industry.  Emphasis is placed on instruction by a qualified graphic artist in a work situation and producing printable assignments using current technology. Upon completion, students should be able to work in a graphic arts environment with little or no supervision.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	293
	PRACTICUM / COOP
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course is designed for the student to obtain real work experience in the graphic arts industry.  Emphasis is placed on instruction by a qualified graphic artist in a work situation and producing printable assignments using current technology. Upon completion, students should be able to work in a graphic arts environment with little or no supervision.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	294
	PRACTICUM / COOP
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course is designed for the student to obtain real work experience in the graphic arts industry.  Emphasis is placed on instruction by a qualified graphic artist in a work situation and producing printable assignments using current technology. Upon completion, students should be able to work in a graphic arts environment with little or no supervision.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	295
	GRAPHIC TRENDS
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course covers current trends and practices in the graphic arts industry. Emphasis is placed on software programs that are currently being used by professionals. Upon completion, students should be able to use applicable current software.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	296
	GRAPHIC TRENDS
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course covers current trends and practices in the graphic arts industry. Emphasis is placed on software programs that are currently being used by professionals. Upon completion, students should be able to use applicable current software.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	297
	GRAPHIC TRENDS
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course covers current trends and practices in the graphic arts industry. Emphasis is placed on software programs that are currently being used by professionals. Upon completion, students should be able to use applicable current software.


	DPT
	CRS.
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	GRD
	298
	GRAPHIC TRENDS
	1
	2
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/4/08

	PREREQUISITE: As required by college.
This course covers current trends and practices in the graphic arts industry. Emphasis is placed on software programs that are currently being used by professionals. Upon completion, students should be able to use applicable current software.
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